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instances of sudden acceleration in January and noted 32 similar complalnts to

NHTSA. Toyota Motor Co. told the agency earlier this year that 431 customers
had complained of such events, including 51 crashes and 12 injuries.

But Toyota had also argued that many of the complaints were "inspired by
publicity," and no flaws had been found in the truck. NHTSA’s investigation

covered 775,000 Tacomas built between the 2004 and 2008 model year.

“For those vehicles where the throttle control system did not perform as the
owner believes it should have, the information suggesting a possible defect
related to motor vehicle safety is quite limited,” the agency said in its notice.
“Additional investigation is unlikely to result in a finding that a defect related to
motor vehicle safety exists.”

NHTSA typically ends probes that don't uncover a clear fault in vehicles. Over the
past eight years, the agency has closed at least six other investigations into

http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AID=/20080902/BUSINESS01,/80902060/1002/BUSIN... 2008/09/02
TOY-TQ001-00036415



Feds close probe into Toyota pickups | Freep.com | Detroit Free Press Page 2 of 4

reports of unexpected or uncontrolled acceleration in MOST POPULAR

vehicles without finding evidence of defects.
1. Judge: Granholm's
. . . . can proceed

It has previously ruled that without such evidence, driver P

. . . 2. Worthy ups Kilpatric
error is an inescapable conclusion. y ups ®ilp

3. Rich Rodriguez: If pl
more physical, the
Toyota told the NHTSA last month that most of the Py v

. . } ; ; 4. Lions acquire runnin
claims to itself and the agency dealt with minor engine g
. . Pudge's leaving: On
speed changes that have no relation to safety, and that its |
own investigation last October of 12 trucks reported to ' \?V?%Hr]}lotro J?ﬁ: i/lgg

have sudden acceleration problems found no defects. 7 U-M's new QB comr
'It's like we think the
T - No pickup model other than the Tacoma has garnered 8. Some appointees in
more than a few complaints of sudden acceleration to the Kilpatrick exits
agency in recent years. 9. Granholm fights Kilg
10. Granholm seeks qui
The Tacoma uses a drive-by-wire system, where Michigan Supreme (
computer controls replace a direct physical connection
between the accelerator pedal and the throttle. Toyota ADS BY PULSE 360
said its system was designed to report an error in case “Your Crodi! Soare Sinkat
. A good credit score is 700+. Vier
the accelerator pedal and throttle are mismatched, and FREE.

Wy

that it has not found error codes in vehicles inspected

P o
T A0REN DACK oWy

either by technicians or mechanics at dealerships. Gentle Arthoscopic Solutions Fo

N
o

o\ = o3, oF e Vo
¢ a R LS ot tha Yoo
LSNaN 8 \\.~\§b\~t.) TONE GY WE Yaa

Detoxify and Lose Weight with A
Trial

Ak e b
AAARRAT 38
WWW.a

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AID=/20080902/BUSINESS01,/80902060/1002/BUSIN... 2008/09/02
TOY-TQ001-00036416



Feds close probe into Toyota pickups | Freep.com | Detroit Free Press

.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

See Big Ten
video
highlights

Watch these video
highlights from U-M, MSU
and the rest of the Big Ten
conference right here on
freep.com.

Home Local
Photos Detroit
Videos Wayne
Add your Oakland
photos Macomb
Lottery Metro
Print edition Michigan
Contact us Election
Frequently 2008
Asked Driving &
Questions traffic
Help School
closings
Columnists

2

PHOTO GALLERY
Beijing
Olympic's best

moments
Relive the 2008 Beijing

Olympics through these
great moments and photos
from the two-week
Games.

Nation/World
Top stories
Lotteries
Election

2008
Nation/World
Business

Sports
Lions
Pistons
Red Wings
Tigers

u-m
Wolverines
MSU
Spartans
High School
Sports
Scores
Columnists
Shock
Qutdoors
Olympics
sports

Golf

Auto racing
Detroit

Marathon

..... .

DATABASE
How does your

dog's name

rank?
Looking for a potential

name for your new canine
pal? Search our database
of the area’s most popular
names.

Entertainment  Autos/Business

Search for Auto news
events Business
Things to do news
Celebrities Markets
Movies Auto reviews
Music Technology
TV/Radio Detroit Auto
Casinos Show
Theater/Arts

Dining

Video games
Metromix.com
Photos

Page 3 of 4

P
Metro Detroit's s
best K
sandwiches 1)
Hungry? You will be after A
you see a special gallery K
of the best sandwiches the st
area has to offer. pt

us

Life Opinion Obituaries

Travel Editorials Death

USA Today Blogs notices

Travel Cartoons

Shopping Letters to the

Relationships  Editor

Food Columnists

Pets Forums

Health

Columnists

Technology

Twist

o v

Lo

Contact Us | Subscribe
Copyright ©2008 ...

Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Tearms of Service and Privacy Palicy , updated March 2007.

http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080902/BUSINESS01,/80902060/1002/BUSIN...

2008/09/02
TOY-TQ001-00036417



Feds close probe into Toyota pickups | Freep.com | Detroit Free Press Page 4 of 4

http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dil/article?AID=/20080902/BUSINESS01,/80902060/1002/BUSIN... 2008/09/02
TOY-TQ001-00036418



